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Wild Rose Classic a 

Success! 



Hello from whatever weather front you are in 

at the momenté.no truer mention then if you 

donõt like the weather in Alberta, wait five 

minutes and it will change. We were very lucky 

with our first show of the year, the Wild 

Rose Classic, with the weather cooperating 

beautifully through to the lessons with our 

favorite judge, Francois Bergeron. Thanks 

again, Francois, for your patience and kind-

ness with all our trials and tribulations learn-

ing a new competition format.  

As you see from this newsletter, I have 

changed the format to a regular newsletter 

two column format. I hope it will be easier for 

people to read, not just admire the pictures. 

And speaking of pictures, I am looking for 

more pleasure and at home doing fun, casual 

things for the òWeõre Buggy About Our Hob-

byó photo page. I know there are members out 

there with pictures of family and friends go-

ing for a pleasure drive, or wedding with their 

beasties, etc.  

Lots of updates on the show, lessons and up 

coming events in the newsletter so come have 

a look and see what we have for you. Thanks 

to all who have sent kudos on the newsletter.  

Keep your wheels down and your smiles up! 

Editorõs Corner by Kathy Helmig  
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Summer is turning out very well in the 

province this year. The temperatures are  

allowing many to be out driving and hav-

ing all kinds of fun with their horses and 

ponies. 

 

We have had members showing at the 

East West Trials, the Vermillion Fair and 

the Chinook Driving Show. Some mem-

bers are off to the Klondike Show at 

Beaumont and some are out pleasure 

driving with family and friends out in the  

beautiful outdoors of Alberta. 

 

Our Eagle Ridge Trial is happening on 

the 20th and 21st of August with judge 

Jane Anne Merritt of California. Jane 

Anne will be giving lessons on the 22 to 

the 24th. All this will be held at the ranch 

of Judy and Brian Bertelsen near Kevis-

ville. If you are not entered,  I hope you 

will come and watch or maybe help out. 

Contact Judy Bertelsen about this. 

 

We will be planning fun drives at Judy's 

and maybe some new grounds at Rocky 

Mountain House. If you want to have a 

drive at or near your place, get in touch 

and we will work something out. 

 

The club Directors are working on the 

judges and clinicians for next year. If you 

have any  ideas or preferences, drop me a 

line and weôll talk about it. 

 

Have a great summer and I hope we see 

many of you this fall. 

 

 

Richard Holyoak 

 Presidentõs Message 

 



Volunteering for a Driving Eventé.oh, myéé..by Kathy Helmig 
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There is no greater fun then a driving show, 

unless perhaps you are the organizer of said 

event. The amount of work that goes into a 

driving competition is mostly a behind the 

scenes endeavor, with a huge number of vol-

unteers and time required.  

 

I recently read of a show with 86 entries 

that had 120 volunteers for the marathon 

phase alone! Then there are the people in 

the office; the show manager, scorer and 

show organizer not including the judges, 

course designer, technical delegate, conces-

sion, grounds crew, well, you get the idea.  

 

Volunteers keep the cost of the shows to a 

minimum. But we feed and take care of 

them so we can enjoy the benefits of the 

events. Auctions help to keep costs down 

and even help to make a few extra dollars 

that go toward new cones, obstacles and 

lessons from some of the best instructors 

in the world at a reduced cost, to name but 

a few advantages.  

 

As with most clubs, Stone Bridge has many 

more casual members then competition 

drivers. We need those volunteers to step 

up to the plate by helping with either some 

of the show functions, being a part of a 

committee or even just donating an item to 

the auctions. Burn out is one of the great 

challenges in running any kind of club event 

whether itõs a clinic, pleasure outing or driv-

ing competition. There are many things we 

would like to do but you can only spread 

yourself so far without the necessary in-

volvement of more club members. So Iõm 

asking you, the membership, how you can 

help to keep the club on track in making it 

inviting to the grassroots levels, especially 

the juniors and seniors.  

And if youõre a competitor, be sure to walk 

around and thank those that do show up to 

help; we need each and every one of them. 

It can be a thankless job at the best of 

times. With an ever changing group of vol-

unteers, itõs easy to make mistakes. Having 

a core group of non competitive volunteers 

that could do the same job and learn it well, 

such as obstacle judge, would go a long way 

to eliminating some of the difficulties that 

we see over and over again. If you feel this  

 

Judge Francois Bergeron, Course Designer Iris Davies 

and President Richard Holyoake putting the finishing 

touches on the course before the Wild Rose Classic. 

Marion Roman, Wild Rose Show Manager 



   

Page 5 Buggy Bits  

The Mane Event  

The Mane Event was held in Red 

Deer this spring. The Stone 

Bridge Club shared a booth with 

the Chinook Club for a great 

twenty by ten display with car-

riages, harness and video along 

with members from both clubs to 

keep the public informed about  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the sport of carriage. The booth 

was considered a great success, 

with a large number of people 

stopping in for information on club 

activities and answers to general 

carriage driving questions.  

Judy Bertelsen, Tammy Laybourne and Melanie Moore were a few of the members manning the 

booth at the Mane Event in Red Deer.  

is something you might like to do, or if your 

office skills are something youõd like to 

share or even being a small part of a com-

mittee we have a place for you. If you know 

anything about grant applications, you could 

be a great help to the cause. Come and be a 

bigger part of your club!  

 

Here are some of the positions for the Ea-

gle Ridge Show. If you are interested, and I 

hope you are, please contact Richard Holy-

oak as soon as possible. 
 

COOKS Saturday and Sunday till around 

Noon 
 

CONES Setup and Take down  
 

Decorate trails  
 

Flags at gate and Highway signs  Take down 

at end of Sunday  
 

Sponsor signs up and down  
 

Volunteer Coordinator Judy Bertelsen / an 

assistant would be great  
 

Newspaper coordination  Before and After  
 

 

Scoring Richard Holyoak needs someone to 

learn the program  
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Wild Rose Classic CDE By Karen Pratt  

Judy Orr-Bertelsen driving her Haflinger, Luke, in the 

cones. 

Tammy Laybourne and her mini Diablo in the warm 

up. 

The first Wild Rose Classic CDE 

(previously No ôitch Hitch) was held at 

Eagle Ridge Ranch, Kevisville, July 2nd 

and 3rd with Francois Bergeron from 

Quebec as judge.  
 

Twenty competitors enjoyed the per-

fect weather, beautiful location and 

friendly competition.  

Thanks to some great sponsorship this 

year winners were awarded very elegant 

directors chairs embroidered with the 

club name. Results were as follows:  
 

Level 1 Richard Cooper  

Level 2 Tammy Laybourne and Diablo.  

Level 3 No qualifying competitors.  

Level 4 Steve Ramus and Kahlua 

Level 5 Denise McDonald and Pepper  
 

There were two junior competitors this 

year Renaud Wintzer driving ò Dolly ò 

his grandpaõs mule, and Logan Pratt 

driving Judy Bertelsen's Halflinger ò 

Lukeó. Both young men were awarded a 

denim jacket with the Stonebridge logo 

for their participation and great effort 

in dressage and cones. 

Denise MacDonald and her pony Pepper in the mar-

athon. 

Cindy Adams and her horse Solaz warming 

up for her dressage test. 
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Four days of lessons with Francois 

Bergeron followed the Wild Rose Clas-

sic Driving event. Some participants 

camped in the field and enjoyed 

peaceful trail drives between lessons 

while others drove to the location 

each day. 

Thanks to some amazing sponsorship 

this year, members were able to par-

take in lessons at a very affordable 

rate of $40 for a semi -private lesson. 

Throughout the extremely hot weath-

er and a large population of flying bugs 

Francois calmly taught everyone in-

cluding a 12 year old girl and her disa-

greeable pony, adults wanting to re-

fresh their skills, and professional 

drivers needing new ideas for prob-

lems they were encountering with 

their animals.  

Francois is an amazing coach who we 

were very lucky to host, even after a 

hot day in the sun he was always ready 

to help with a behavioral or tack relat-

ed problem.  

Au Revoir et Merci Francois!!  

   

 Francois Bergeron Clinic by Karen Pratt  

Anything you want to 

know? 
 

Want to know how to understand 

bits? Maybe something about 

making those bends in the corner 

of the dressage test? Or crossing a 

bridge or water obstacle? Send in 

your questions and weôll ask the 

experts and start a column. It can 

be from a vet or trainer or someone who knows how to braid a mane. Let 

us know and weôll get you the answer. Send to twobit@telusplanet.net and 

weôll do our best to answer all! 

Judy Bertelsen and Melanie Moore receiving a 

lesson with Francois Bergeron. 


