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So itõs really summeré..if youõre a fish maybe. 

The weather has been nothing if not interesting. Between blistering heat, monsoon rains, hail and 

winds, itõs been one of those ôif you donõt like the weather, just wait a few minutes and itõll 

changeõ kind of years. And we wonõt even talk about the mosquitoséé 

Weõve had a wonderful summer with the Bill Lower Clinic and the No Bitch Hitch at Brian & Judy 

Bertelsenõs, to name but a few events. The advent of Stone Bridgeõs new Levels rules with AEFõs 

Wild Rose Show Circuit was a great success and the upcoming Eagle Ridge Competition already 

has 23 entries! The  response from the first time drivers was overwhelming and made all the 

hard work worth the effort. We have a great article by first time competitor Karen Pratt on 

page 4 telling of how much fun her family had at their first event.  

October 23th is the Annual General Meeting for Stone Bridge and we need to fill positions on 

the board. It takes a lot of enthusiasm and work to run a club and we need your help. Stone 

Bridge has doubled itõs membership in the last two years and we need some new blood to help us 

keep  up the wonderful work the past members have done so we can continue having a newsletter, 

clinics, competitions, etc. Please consider letting  your name stand for one of the upcoming posi-

tions in the new club year.  Youõll meet wonderful people and have a great time too! 

See you at the AGM!  

EdiitE                          E 

 Editorõs Corneréééé...by Kathy Helmig  
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What are the signs of teeth and mouth problems?  

 

 

 
 

 

There are so many different symptoms you can see in a horse who has problems in its mouth, from 

nothing noticeable, to very mild and to severe in character. It is important to remember that the 

horse can and will suffer in silence, so even if your horse seems "normal", this is no reason not to 

have its mouth checked on a regular basis.  

Some signs of dental problems:  

 

Head shaking, head tossing and head shyness  
 

Feed packing (you will see bumps on the outsides of the molars because of accumulation of feed.)  
 

Pain in the face  
 

Bad breath or smell from nose  
 

Bitting problems  
 

Reluctancy to eat  
 

"Acting out" when being ridden or driven  
 

Pulling the head to one side when being ridden or driven.  
 

Dropping of food from the mouth  
 

You might find large particles of straw and oats in the manure  
 

Colics and impactions of the throat.  
 

Larger amounts of feed than normal without gaining weight.  
 

Losing weight and condition, dull coat  
 

Frothing and excessive salivation  
 

Swelling and deformities of the face  
 

Nose bleed  
 

Sinusitis with or without nasal discharge  
 

Respiratory problems if swellings in the nasal tract  
 

Loss of performance  
 

Draining abscess from jaw  
 

AND MANY OTHERS  



Pratt Family Experience at the No ?itch Hitch Event.  
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Who named it that any way?? My 11 year old daughter Laura thinks its great! Always asking ñwell if 

itôs in an official title, can we say it? !ò 

We are very new to this carriage driving although have had the ponies for some time. I figured it was a 

good way to use quiet ponies which the children had out grown and were small enough for me to handle 

confidently. Earl my husband says he wonôt drive a pony but is always keen to groom for someone with 

a horse! 

At first with all the packing of tent, chairs, quad, cart, harness, children and all their stuff and loading 

Mustang (who had only been in a trailer once before in the last 5 years) it was a bit overwhelming. 

However, as soon as we arrived at Judyôs property west of Innisfail we were made very welcome. We 

must have been looking a bit lost when Jim Murrey came out of his trailer and introduced himself. Jim 

was volunteering at the event and as it was obvious we had no idea about anything so he spent some 

time explaining the event from cones, dressage and marathon with obstacles. He even helped assemble 

the tent which was last used by my parents 30 years ago!! 

In the evening we went around the marathon course and as novices in Level 1 we only had to do 2.35 

km and 2 gates in the obstacles. My children really enjoyed this part as they were able to ride their quad 

around the course! Our farm is almost treeless with just a few shrubs in the coulees so we all loved the 

ñforestò at Judyôs. I was a bit worried about how Mustang would react to being surrounded by trees but 

she did great. At one point we came out of the trees to do the ñFlamingo obstacleò and on re-entering 

the trees she tried to turn into the open again, but once she realized that, yes we did want to go back in 

and she saw the trail, she was fine. The whimsical features in the trees are very creative and add an in-

teresting element to the drive. We werenôt dashing by any means(!) so got to fully appreciate the enter-

tainment along the trail and the beauty of the place. Did everyone else see the wild orange lilies along 

the trail? So after being very apprehensive about doing the marathon course (almost opted out at the last 

minute) it ended up that when we were coming to the junction of Level 1 to the finish line or level 2 

back on the trail we wanted to carry on! Logan, my son who is nearly 14 years old, was getting wrapped 

up in the excitement of it all, although he did say he thought I was going to drive the cart up a tree at a 

couple of points! (contôt) 

 

STCDC Junior Logan Pratt and his mom Karen driving dressage at the NBH. 
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  Pratt Family experience at the No ?itch Hitch Eventé..Conõt... 

 

Everyone we met on the weekend was so helpful and friendly, Orville and Cindy helped sort out 

some harness problems. Denise with her grey pony let me groom for her and laughed politely 

and didnôt throw me off the cart when I announced with a mixture of excitement, adrenalin and 

fear ñ You are crazy lady!ò We had just exited our first obstacle after a lightening dash weaving 

around some trees. Back on the trail when the pace was a lot calmer Denise explained the timing 

of marathon events and why its so important to spend as little time as possible in the obstacles. 

Francois, the judge, took the time to come and speak to Logan after the dressage test and en-

couraged him. Logan still mentions the time Francois shouted in French to Mustang to ñstand 

stillò and she did! Now he figures we should speak in French to the horse when we really want 

her attention! 

So to sum it all up it was great weekend! Beautiful location, friendly, helpful people of all abili-

ties and styles where the ñamateursò with a cheap cart, unskilled driver, two kids and a lazy po-

ny where welcomed and had a blast! See you at the next one later this monthéé. 

Karen Pratt 

 

 

Stone Bridge Carriage Driving Club  

Harvest Drive  
Sunday, September 19th at 1 pm  

 

Judy & Brian Bertelsenõs 

Poker Rally, Pot Luck Supper  

Prize for Best Harvest Costume!  
 

 

For more information call Judy at  

1 (403) 728 -3282  

 

 



Stone Bridge Carriage Driving Association  
 

Annual General Meeting  
 

October 23th, 2:00 PM  

 

Red Deer, Alberta  

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Stone Carriage Driving Club will be 

held in Red Deer at  

Glennõs Restaurant on Gasoline Alley off Highway 2, 

West Side  

We are taking nominations for six positions on the Directorate. The 

club has almost doubled itõs membership and we need more directors in 

other areas. Please consider letting your name stand to help us       

continue the wonderful work the past board members have done.  

We also need volunteers to help with some of the organizing of the 

competitions for next summer. Even a little help goes a long way!  

Let us know how you liked the events, what we should change and what 

events & clinics youõd like to see for next year. 

Please mark down October 23th on your calendar and come out and 

support the club.  

See you there!  

For more information, please contact Judy at  

(403) 728 -3282  
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Stone Bridge Driving Club list of Upcoming Events  

Listed below are the upcoming events, shows and clinics. Please check on the 

website www.stonebridgedrivingclub.com  or call the contacts below for more 

information.  
 

September 19th ñHarvest Drive ñ Contact Judy Bertelsen  

 

October 23th ñAGM at Red Deer  - contact Judy Bertelsen  

 

Please note that 2011 club memberships are due at the AGM.  

 

 

 

In Memorium  
 

Lorne Hill  
 

 

Itõs with great sadness that we say goodbye to a dear friend and a valued vol-

unteer, Lorne Hill. Lorne could always be seen at the competitions or clinics, 

lending a hand to help out. He was always there to help cut grass, give advice :), 

take lunch and cold water out to the obstacles and ferry other volunteers back 

and forth to the obstacles. Weõll miss you, old friendéé.. 
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Weõre buggy about our hobby! Some pictures of members 

at fun and competition! Please send in your photos and Iõll 

be glad to put them up here!  

Pictures from the NBH 2010! Special Thanks to  

David Morton (David Morton Photographic)  

Susan Judge (David Morton Photographic)  


